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Two Aian Soldiers Said Killed in Ta 





8 Oct— Kabul- The Bush 
administration's special envoy 
to Afghanistan, Zalmay 
Khalilzad, warned Tuesday 
that the Taliban movement 
and its A1 Qaeda partners in 
the region may be planning 
"larger" or "more spectacular 
attacks" in Afghanistan as part 
of a campaign against 
reconstruction efforts. 

"There are indications that 
they are planning even larger 
attacks, more spectacular 
attacks perhaps," he said at a 
news conference in the 
heavily guarded U.S. embassy 
in Kabul. 

He did not give further 
details but suggested that the 
Taliban may be lashing out 
after being routed in fighting 
against the U.S.-led coalition 
force in southern Afghanistan. 


."We have seen a surge in 
activity in recent weeks, but 
we also see signs that the 
response has been quite 
effective, and I think in 
desperation they may try, or 
there are indications that thev 
may try, to do something to 
get a lot of attention," he said. 

Khalilzad, who is awaiting 
congressional hearings on his 
appointment to be the next 
ambassador to Afghanistan, is 
in Kabul for two w'eeks and is 
already pushing ahead with 
the administration's new plan 
to increase assistance and 
accelerate reconstruction in 
Afghanistan. 

He acknowledged that the 
resurgent Taliban now 
presents a serious threat to 
security across the south and 


east ot the country, and not 
least on the main north-south 
highway, between Kabul and 
Kandahar, which is a priority 
construction project supported 
both by President George W. 
Bush and the Afghan 
president, Hamid Karzai 


Khalilzad indicated a new, 
tough line against Pakistan, 
saying that the first priority 
Afghanistan's 
neighbor to stop cross-border 


activity and stop providing 


sanctuary to Taliban and A1 


Qaeda members 


"That is really critical. 
Pakistan cannot become a 
sanctuary for Taliban and A1 
Qaeda people who want to 
attack Afghanistan," he said. I 
welcome the recent actions by 
the Pakistani government but 
we would like to see more, in 
fact a lot more." 

The Taliban has exploited a 
power vacuum in many 
southern districts, where the 
central government, due to a 
lack of funds and personnel, 
has failed to make its presence 
felt, he said. A significant part 
of the extra $1.2 billion that 
the administration has 
requested for Afghanistan for 
this year will go toward 
bolstering the central 
government's presence in the 
provinces and its ability to 
provide security, he said. 
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KABUL (Reuters) - The U.S.- 
backed government in 
Afghanistan said Monday 
President Hamid Karzai 
disagreed with some cabinet 
members over who should be 
a contender in next year's 
presidential election. 

Government spokesman Omar 
Samad said the divisions 
centered on whether a 
commander of a military unit 
should be a candidate in the 
polls due to be held next June. 

"President Karzai is not in 
favor of people with military 
units under their command 
being a candidate for the 
presidency; maybe this has not 
been received positively in 
some quarters." 

Karzai has said he would be a 
candidate for the election. 
Leaders of the government's 
dominant Northern Alliance 
faction, including Defense 
Minister _ and Vice President 
Mohammad Qasim Fahim, 
have kept armed forces in 
Kabul, despite Afghanistan's 
200*1 Bonn peace accord, 
which says they should be 
removed. 

Monday's Washington Post 
said alliance leaders met while 
Karzai was overseas last week 
and quoted spokesmen as 
saying the group had resolved 
not to support him in the 
election and to field their own 


candidate instead. 

It quoted one alliance official as 
saying it had decided to support 
Burhanuddin Rabbani, an ethnic 
Tajik president in the 1990s 
when mujahideen fighters 
began bloody factional fighting 
after they toppled a Soviet- 
backed government. 

The paper said others favored 
an alternative from Karzai's 
ethnic Pashtun group, the 
country's largest. 

However, speaking at a rare 
news conference Monday, 
Fahim said the meeting last 
w'eek had not discussed who 
would be its candidate and 
reports to the contrary were 
"baseless rumors." 

He also said that an article last 
week in a pro-Northem 
Alliance paper Payem-e- 
Mujahid, which said 
Washington should not insist on 
Karzai remaining in power, did 
not reflect his views. 

However, when asked who he 
thought should be a candidate, 
he replied: "In my view, it's 
early to think about the future 
candidate in Afghanistan." 
Fahim said he agreed with 
Karzai that coalitions were not 
the best way to rule 
Afghanistan as they had proven 
unstable. 

He said the current government 
had done its best and added: 


SPIN BOLDAK, 

Afghanistan (Reuters) 
Suspected Taliban guerillas 
attacked an Afghan military 
post in southern Helmand 
province, killing two 

soldiers and wounding three 
others, an Afghan official 

said on Sunday. 

Haji Mohammad Wali, 

spokesman for the Helmand 
governor, said the suspected 
Taliban fighters had 

attacked the post on 
Saturday night in the Bolan 
district about seven km 
(four miles) west of 
provincial capital, 

Lashgargah. 

The condition of one of the 
wounded men was said to 


be serious, the spokesman 
said. 

"We don't how many 
Taliban were involved in 
the attack," Wali told 
Reuters. "But we had five 
soldiers at the post and all 
of them had been hit," he 
added. 

Taliban remnants have 
stepped up attacks in recent 
months in southern 
Afghanistan, the stronghold 
of the radical Islamic 
regime ousted from power 
in late 2001 by U.S.-led 
forces. 

More than 300 people, 
including aid workers, U.S. 
soldiers and many Taliban 
soldiers, have been killed in 
the violence across 


Afghanistan since August. 
On Sunday the United 
Nations condemned an 
attack near southern 
Kandahar city on Saturday 
in which a driver from an 
Afghan demining agency 
was wounded when 

assailants opened fire on 
his vehicle. It said 
worsening security was 
frustrating aid work. 

The United Nations and the 
U.S.-backed Afghan 

government of President 
Hamid Karzai have called 
repeatedly for an expansion 
of NATO-led multinational 
peacekeeping force from 
Kabul to restive provinces. 
The issue is currently under 
debate in Brussels. 


Afghans, NATO Arrest MM Commander in Kabul 


Afghan authorities and 
NATO-led peacekeepers have 
irrested a commander working 
for a renegade warlord. The 
nan is thought to be fighting 
ilongside Taliban and al 
fjaeda remnants. 

Ghulam Rabbani Abu Bakr, 
-from the Hizb-e-Islami faction 
af Afghanistan's one-time 


Prime Minister Gulbuddin 
Hekmatyar, was arrested in an 
early morning raid in Kabul. 
Paul Rice, a spokesman for 
the International Security 
Assistance Force, says the 
arrest is significant. 
Hekmatyar's faction, which 
devastated Kabul with rockets 
in the early 1990s killing tens 




of thousands of people, has 
been linked to a series of 
attacks in the city since the 
fall of the Taliban in late 
2001 . 

These include a car bombing 
on September 5th last year 
that killed at least 26 people 
and wounded about 150 
others. 
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"To a large extent it is a 
cohesive administration. It is 
working very closely and 
there is a very good degree of 
consensus and coordination 
among its members." 

He said Rabbani's decision to 
stand had nothing to do with 
the alliance gathering but it 
was his right in a democracy. 

Rabbani is another alliance 
figure with forces in Kabul. 

Fahim himself is thought by 
some to want to remain as 
defense minister where he 
could wield more power than 
as president, or to seek the 
post of prime minister. 
However, some analysts 
believe he is unhappy about a 
draft constitution due to be 
published soon that would 
make the prime minister 
subordinate to the president. 

Referring to the dispute, 
Samad said: "I would not 
characterize it as a rift, but 
rather as a disagreement 
between some members of the 
government over specific 
issues, not overall strategy." 

He said the current dispute 
was evidence of the rebirth of 
politicking in a newly 
democratic era and was not a 
problem so long as it 
remained "non-violent and 
non-coercive." 


BRUSSELS (Reuters) - 
NATO agreed on Monday 
to expand its peacekeeping 
mission in Afghanistan 
beyond the Kabul area to 
the country's troubled 
provinces for the first time 
in response to pleas from 
the Afghan government and 
the United Nations. 

Diplomats said the U.S.-led 
alliance backed German 
plans to send up to 450 
soldiers to- the northern 
district of Kunduz, once the 
U.N. Security Council 
approves a wider mandate 
for the NATO-led 
International Security 
Assistance Force (1SAF). 

Germany, which holds the 
ISAF command, is 
expected to submit a 
resolution soon to expand 
the mission. 

NATO also endorsed the 
principle of other limited, 
temporary deployments 
outside Kabul, for example 
to protect elections due 
next year, subject to forces 
being available, diplomats 
said. 

U.N. and European Union 
officials have warned that 
the international effort to 
build a stable Afghanistan 
will fail as long as 


President Hamid Karzai s 
government has little 
authority beyond the Kabul 
region because of the 
power of ethnic warlords. 

Officials said the main 
constraint on NATO was 
the shortage of deployable 
troops due to other 
priorities in Iraq, the 
Balkans and Africa, and 
member nations' budget 
restrictions. 

France and the United 
States submitted letters 
expressing some 

reservations about the scale 
of NATO's commitment in 
Afghanistan but did not 
block the decision, they 
said. 

Both countries urged 
caution since the alliance 
had had difficulties finding 
enough troops to make up 
the existing 5,500-strong 
force when it took over 
command of ISAF in 
August. 

The U.S. letter said the 
mission should be enlarged 
in a "flexible and 
progressive manner," a 
NATO source said. 
That also reflected concern 
that ISAF should 
coordinate with the separate 
U.S.-led Operation 

Enduring Freedom which 


continues to fight remnants 
of the former ruling Taliban 
movement and its al Qaeda 
militant allies in southern 
and eastern Afghanistan. 

Taliban fighters have 
stepped up attacks on the 
U.S.-led forces in the last 
few days ahead of 
Tuesday's second 

anniversary of U.S. 
intervention in the country. 

A senior NATO diplomat 
said the 19-nation alliance 
agreed in principle that it 
could support other 
Provincial Reconstruction 
Teams (PRTs) -- groups of 
international aid workers 
under military protection — 
in light of the Kunduz pilot 
project. 

Detailed military plans for 
the Kunduz operation are to 
be submitted to NATO 
ambassadors by October 
20 . 

NATO military planners 
last month proposed a 
range of options for 
expanding the 

peacekeeping mission, as 
requested by Karzai and 
U.N. Secretary-General 
Kofi Annan. The 
suggestions ranged from 
around 2,000 troops to 
10,000 at the top end. 
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Associated Press- Afghanistan and elsewhere released "One of the 

CANBERRA, Australia are being held at detainees had described 
Oct 8 - The U S. military Guantanamo without being taken out and tied to 

has tortured terrorist charges or access to a p0S f and having rubber 
suspects held without lawyers - some since bul j ets fired at t h em . They 
charge at the Guantanamo January 2002. The U.S. were being made t0 kneel 
Bay military prison, an government rarely cru ciform in the sun until 

Australian lawyer comments on activities at tbe y collapsed," he said 

representing some of the the prison which has been 

suspects claimed dubbed Camp X-ray Media reports that many 

Wednesday. because of the strict detainees have attempted 

security. suicide and are suffering 

U.S.-based Richard Bourke, mental health prob i ems 

who has been working for Earlier this year, U.S. backed up claims of harsh 
almost two years on behalf officials denied using treatment he said 
of dozens of detainees at torture and said detainees 

Guantanamo Bay, said are interrogated humanely, Bourke said governments 
American military officials allowed to practice their around the world must 
were using old-fashioned religion and given good stand up to the U.S. 

torture techniques to force medical care. government and demand 

confessions out of that tbe United Nations 

prisoners.The methods Families are denied access investigate the reports of 
"clearly" fell under the and can only communicate torture 
definition of torture under with detainees through 

international conventions, heavily censored mail. Almost all the detainees, 
he told Australian Human rights groups and f rom more than 40 

Broadcasting Corp. radio in the media have been given countries, are said to be 

an interview from the only limited and strictly members of al-Qaida 

United States. controlled access. tprrnnst npfwnrlc nr thp 


discussions were ongoing to 
choose a presidential 
candidate A Foreign Ministry 
spokesman. Omar Samad. 
acknowledged that there had 
been a series of meetings by 
frustrated coalition members, 
but said they did not represent 
a threat to Karzai, a member 
of the Pashtun ethnic group, 
the country's largest. 
"When a country moves 
toward a more democratic 
system you get people 
disagreeing with each and at 
certain times they may run 
against each other," he said. 
"But it's too early to 
characterize it as opposition." 


He said the members involved 
in the breakaway talks 
represented only a small part 
of the coalition government. 


"They are engaging in good Bourke told ABC radio that 
old-fashioned torture, as his claims are based on 
people would have reports leaked by U.S. 
understood it in the Dark military personnel and from 
Ages," he said. About 660 descriptions by some 
prisoners captured in detainees that have been 


6 Oct—KABUL, cannot attend school, forced underage marriage." 

Afghanistan (AP) - The "Nearly two years on, "Girls and women are being 
plight of many Afghan discrimination, violence, prosecuted for engaging in 
women has barely and insecurity remain rife, consensual sexual activity - 
improved in the two years despite promises by world in some areas, the police 
since the ouster of the leaders, including randomly pick up girls and 

Taliban regime, with forced President Bush and women and subject them to 
marriages, rapes and Secretary of State Colin forced virginity tests," the 
domestic violence still Powell, that the war in group said then, 
occurring frequently, Afghanistan would bring 

Amnesty International said, liberation for women," the The latest report comes 

report said, shortly before the release of 

In a report to be released a draft constitution, which 

Monday, the London-based It added: "The situation is the writers say will try to 
human rights group unacceptable and calls for revolutionize the way 
accused the international urgent action." women are treated in this 

community of failing to do devoutly Muslim country, 

enough in this wartorn Titled "Afghanistan: No 

country, where most one listens to us and no The document will ban 

women are still cloistered one treats us as human forced marriages, bridal 
at home and wear body- beings. Justice denied to dowries and other forms of 
shrouding burkas in public, women," the report discrimination. It will 

documents instances of guarantee women a 

The ultra-conservative widespread violence, political voice by reserving 
Taliban regime, which, was forced marriage and rape, them seats in Parliament 
toppled by a U.S.-led and will enshrine equal 

invasion in 2001, had l n some cases, Amnesty health care and education 
banned women from said, girls as young as 8 for all. 

working and girls from are married to much older However, the government's 
getting an education. The rnen. ability to enforce the 

Afghan government has I n August, the group said constitution is limited, 
since lifted those that women were being President Hamid Karzai has 
restrictions, but in rural discriminated against, with little authority outside the 
areas where it has little the system "failing to capital, Kabul, where most 
authority many women still protect victims of rape, areas are ruled by warlords 
cannot work and girls still domestic violence and with private militias. 
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